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XIII. 


Tue New PReEsIDENT. 


The electiun of Mr. A. C. Cope as President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is a timely 
event, arriving as it does just when the Board of 
Agriculture think it right and decent to publish an 
official sketch of the history of the Veterinary depart- 
ment calculated to mislead the public and to suggest 
that the veterinary advisers of the Government are 
quite secondary to the fortuitous collection of men 
known as travelling inspectors. The veterinary pro- 
fession see in the gentleman they have chosen as their 
head a representative man who has done good work 
for the State, and who has honestly earned the pro- 
minent position he now fills. We also recognise in 
our new President a martyr to departmental incapa- 
city and a victim to that suppression of the expert 
which is the curse of every department of the State. 
For nearly thirty years Mr. Cope has devoted all his 
energies and talents to the suppression of animal 
plagues. On the retirement of Professor Brown Mr. 
Cope succeeded to the duties which his predecessor 
relinquished, but he cid not succeed to the authority 
or the position which by right and precedent he 
should have done. We, veterinarians, can confer no 
greater honour on one of our members than by elect- 
ing him to the Presidency of the College, and we all 
agree with the words of the retiring president, that 
the Council and the profession are to be congratula- 
ted on having secured ‘‘ the capacity for service which 
Mr. Cope undoubtedly possesses.” 


Tue Army Veterinary DrparrMent. 


The report of the proceedings of last meeting of 
Council include a letter from the War Office to the 
College postponing the consideration of certain sug- 
gestions submitted for the improvement of the posi- 
tion of officers of the Army Veterinary Department. 
Although this is a disappointment to the whole pro- 
fession we cannot but acknowledge that the pressure 
of work just now at the War Office is a legitimate 
excuse. That the Secretary of State for War, when 
business permits him to thoroughly consider the 
matter, will assent to the proposals we cannot doubt. 
The value of properly selected and trained veterinary 
officers in time of war must be more fully demon- 
strated by the events passing in South Africa than by 
any amount of inquiry or evidence in times of peace 

Confident in the soundness of our cause and in 
the sense of justice at headquarters, we are prepared 
to await without anxiety the further consideration 
aye by Lord Lansdowne on the conclusion of 

war. 


A FALSE HISTORY OF THE VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT. 


In the recently issued Report of the Veterinary 
Department of the Board of Agriculture the Assist- 
ant Secretary says—‘* it has on many occasions been 
publicly suggested, and even positively asserted that. 
the lack of success that has attended the attempt to 
bring about the speedy extinction of swine fever in 
this country has been in some measure due to the 
altered system of administration, as compared with 
that in vogue when rinderpest, foot-and-mouth 
disease and pleuro-pneumonia have been dealt. 
with.” 

This is only a partial statement of the matter. We 
assert without fear of contradiction that the “ lack 
of success ’’ is due to the Board of Agriculture (a) 
refusing to act upon the advice of the veterinary ad- 
visers who gave evidence before the Committee which 
determined that the extermination of swine-fever 
should be attempted ; (/)) tothe wilful attempt to substi- 
tute for veterinary surgeons, laymen who are ignorant 
of animals and their diseases, and to entrust to such 
men the investigation of the origin and spread of in- 
fection ; (c) to the loss of all friendly co-operation 
between veterinary practitioners and the Board—a 
loss occasioned by the continued and deliberate sys- 
tem of exalting the lay inspector at the expense of 
the veterinary expert. 

‘‘In order that the position may be made clear ”’ 
says the Assistant Secretary, ‘ it may be well in the 
first place, to briefly sketch the history of the working 
of the Department from its earliest days and to des- 
cribe the nature of the duties entrusted to it.” We 
propose to traverse this ‘‘ history’ and to show that 
it is unfair and untrue—that it mainly consists of 
suggestio falsi and suppressio veri, that instead of 
making the position clear it wilfully darkens it. In- 
stead of being a *‘ sketch of history” it is really a 
miserable piece of special pleading designed apparently 
to excuse as petty a transaction as was ever perpe- 
trated in a Government department. 


The “ history ’’ commences on page 37, thus—‘ In 
1865 owing to the spread of cattle-plague through- 
out the country and the disastrous results to stock- 
owners a Veterinary Department’? was formed, 
consisting of a small staff of veterinary surgeons to 
advise on professional questions together with a large 
clerical staff for correspondence and statistical work. 
No administrative work was undertaken by the 
department, all such matters being left to local 
authorities and officials employed by them aided by 
the local police.”’ 


In this first sentence the whole drift of the 
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«‘ history’, is disclosed. It is to try and draw a dis- 
tinction between “ veterinary advice’ and adminis- 
trative work’ and to suggest that from the com- 
mencement of the ‘Veterinary Department” the 
professional men merely advised whilst some other 
persons did the work. It is true that in the earlier 
years the chief *‘ administrative work was done by 
the Local Authority’ and not by the Central, but 
it was done by Veterinary Surgeons and not by 
laymen. More than this, the veterinary staff visited 
outbreaks, guided and controlled the administrative 
work done by the local veterinarians, with whom they 
were in constant communication and close touch. 
The cattle-plague was too serious a matter for any 
department of State to make a job of. The men who 
understood it were employed to suppress it and well 
they did their work. When the Ventral Authority 
took the administrative work out of the hands of the 
Local Authority the right and honest thing to do was 
to have continued employing the class of men who had 
shown their usefulness under the previous successful 
arrangements. But what happened? The cattle- 
plague was stamped out, other diseases of animals 
required attention and the Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act of 1869 was passed. To quote the 
words of the Assistant Secretary —‘‘ The department 
was continued in an attenuated form..... The 
Department was placed in the charge of a secretary 
to whom were entrusted—subject to the general con- 
trol of the Clerk of the Privy Council—the adminis- 
tration, the correspondence, an¢ the direction of the 
veterinary and non-professional staff.” Let us add 
a few words of explanation to this part of the history. 
The so-called Secretary had been Secretary of a 
Slate quarry owned by a politician of influence. The 
quarry went into bankruptcy, ard a nice little job 
put this layman at the head of the veterinary 
department. What he did in the post no one knows, 
but every one knows that solong as he held it the 
Veterinary Department of the Government did 
nothing. 

If the Assistant Secretary considers that the men- 
tion of this period of degradation assists him at all 
he is welcome to the claim. We hold that the 
darkest time of the Veterinary Department in its 
early days was when it had as its chief a layman. 
Reference to reports of the time will amply verify 
our belief. Now, again, there is a lay chief, and 
swine-fever demonstrates how history repeats itself. 
The history’’ proceeds—‘‘ In 1876 the post of 
Secretary was abolished and the Clerk of the Privy 
Council again assumed a more direct control of the 
administration and the correspondence, the staff 
being advised on all veterinary matters by a “ pro- 
fessional officer.” 

The “ professional officer’’ was Professor Brown, 
and his appointment was due to the Duke of Rich- 
mond, who as President of the Council had been 
convinced by constant complaints from the Agricul- 
tural world that amateur management by lay secre- 
taries was inconsistent with efficiency. The clerk of 
the Council was only a nominal head and did noth- 
ing save what by Professor Brown. 

very movement of. the Veterinary Department was 
guided by the Duke of Richmond Bor suggestions 


and after consultation direct with Professor Brown. 
At the present time the expert advice of the veteri- 
nary officers is not asked for, and laymen dictate the 
operations which are adopted for the suppression of 
animal diseases. 


The Assistant-Secretary continues —‘‘In 1877 
cattle-plague again found its way into this country. 
The disease was on this occasion so quickly detected 
that it had but little opportunity of making headway, 
and for the first time the Department undertook the 
actual administrative work connected with the ex- 
tinction of disease.” 


The facts are that under local authorities the 
disease was slowly spreading, and by an Order in 
Council the Veterinary Department superseded the 
local authorities. Professor Brown employed a 
number of young veterinary surgeons who formed a 
cordon around the infected centre and gradually 
closed in on it, examining in their course all stock 
which were not perfectly healthy. The so-called 
‘administrative work had nothing to do with the 
detection of disease, its method of spread or its treat- 
ment. The three or four laymen, travelling inspec- 
tors, only saw to the slaughter of condemned animals 
and the disinfection of premises. In other words 
they performed the duties which under the local 
authorities had been equally well carried out by 
police officers. They were subordinate tothe veteri- 
nary authorities, and in no case were left to enquire 
into the origin or spread of disease. They were 
always assisted by veterinary experts, and the Central 
authority had never to rely solely upon these travel- 
ling inspectors in any of the measures undertaken 
for the suppression of an outbreak of disease. 


The Assistant-Secretary says—‘‘It will thus be 
seen that as far back as 1877 whilst 
the question of diagnosis was of course left entirely 
to veterinary surgeons, lay officers were held respon- 
sible for the tracing and slaughter of animals that 
had been exposed to infection. for the burial of 
diseased carcases etc. etc.” 


Here we directly challenge the veracity of this 
statement. We say the tracing of disease was 
not then entrusted to laymen. Their duties 
were those of policemen—to see that butchers 
apd others did their work properly. From this petty 
detail which the Assistant-Secretary glorifies by the 
title of ‘‘ administrative work” the layman has grad- 
ually encroached upon the expert until now he is 
master, and presumes to call everything except diag- 
nosis unprofessional work—work that requires no 
special training and no knowledge of animals. The 
fallacy of this idea was clearly exposed by Dr. Sims 
Woodhead in his opening address at the Royal 
Veterinary College last year, In the old 
days _ Veterinary experts were sent by the 
Veterinary Department to investigate outbreaks of 
disease, to confer with local authorities, to trace the 
origin and prevent the spread of disease. Now 
everything ‘“ except diagnosis ’’ is handed over to in- 
spectors having no knowledge of disease and no 
knowledge of animals. The change has not been 
made suddenly. It has been brought about slowly 
and quietly, a little at a time, so that Parliament 
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and the stockowners should not be alarmed at the 
perpetration of a job which has cost the country 
millions. 

Swine-fever alene has cost £700,000 since 1892, 
when 66 counties were affected in Great Britain, and 
last year not less than 71 counties appear on the 
returns. 

The statement that as far back as 1877 the veteri- 
nary staff was limiced to advising whilst laymen 
were entrusted with administrative duties is a fiction 
invented to bolster up a false and untenable position. 
It is a statement of the Assistant Secretary to ex- 
cuse his anomalous office. Probably the statement 
of the late Rt. Hon. W. E. Forster in 1878 will be 
accepted before that of Major Tennant. As re- 
ported in ‘‘ Hansard.” that statesman, addressing the 
House of Commons, said:—‘‘ Professor Brown, who 
is almost the ablest administrator I have ever come 
in contact with, strongly recommended, etc. etc.”’ At 
the time Mr. Forster acknowledged the veterinary 
officer as an ‘“‘administrator,” Major Tennant was 
one of three gentlemen employed to see to disinfec- 
tion of trucks and markets. 

At the present time Major Tennant is Assistant 
Secretary and Chief of the Animals Division whilst 
Mr. Cope, the successor to Professor Brown, is an 
expert without a staff, whose duties are to advise on 
purely professional questions—when asked. In 
the face of this the Board of Agriculture permits a 
report to be issued asserting that no change in its 
methods has occurred. This is a strange departure 
from the principles which have hitherto been sup- 
posed to regulate the conduct of departments of 
State. Another authority who might be cited in 
support of Mr. Forster’s view is the Duke of Rich- 
mond, who made Professor Brown Chief of the 
Veterinary Department. We might also add Mr. 
Chaplin who made the veterinary officer of the newly 
formed Board of Agriculture—Director of the Veteri 
nary Division. 

The Assistant-Secretary continuing his ‘“ history ”’ 
says—‘‘ In 1889 the Board of Agriculture was formed 
under an Act of Parliament of that date, and the 
immediate control of the Agricultural Department 
was transferred from the Clerk of the Privy Council 
to the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, where 
it now remains.” 


The first arrangement of this newly created 
Board was to form three divisions with three 
heads who were called directors; they were the 
Land, Statistical and Veterinary divisions. Professor 
Brown was director of the veterinary division, and 
had under him two veterinary inspectors, some clerks 
and a number of travelling inspectors. This was a 
natural and sensible arrangement which worked well. 
The veterinary department was directed by a veteri- 
nary surgeon. It Was the most important division of 
the Board and then, as now, expended more money 
and excited more public interest than the other two 
divisions added together. Why it should have been 
crushed out of existence no one has ever yet ex- 
plained, but the fact is that for some unexpressed 
reason on the retirement of Professor Brown, the 


appeared with a layman at its head and laymen to do 
work which had previously been done by veterinary 
experts. Naturally the whole veterinary profession 
resented this treatment, and the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons protested formally against it. 
The protest was met by evasion and prevarication. 
In Parliament questions were asked and contradic- 
tory answers given. Titles of men and offices 
were changed to try and disguise the job which had 
heen perpetrated, and so successfully was the wrig- 
gling done that up to to-day the public is in ignorance 
of the manner in which the expert at the Board of 
Agriculture was ousted from his place and the amateur 
installed. 

The first change was to obliterate the ‘‘ Veterinary 
Division’’ and disguise it under the name of 
‘‘ Animals Division.”” The only excuse for this was. 
that the division ‘‘ had other duties ’’ to perform con- 
cerning animals than mere control of their diseases. 
The shred of fact in this excuse was that the division 
had to receive returns of the cattle weighed in mar- 
kets and fairs—a very trivial matter. The next 
move was to appoint Major Tennant head of the 
division under the title of ‘“‘ Principal.” In answer 
to a question in the House of Commons the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture explained that the 
title was merely ‘a clerical one.” Then the 
‘Veterinary Department’’ was restored, and many 
kind words lavished upon the veterinary profession. 
The restoration was again a sham, and consisted 
simply in putting the veterinary staff in a list by 
themselves, whilst Major Tennant was de facto head. 
Finally to try and fit this round man in a square 
hole and preserve his salary and position he was made 
Assistant-Secretary, and now remains entrusted with 
the carrying out of the Diseases of Animals Act. 

Swine-fever continues to prevail. (landers is in- 
creasing, and tuberculosis is ignored. 


THE COUNCIL AS GUARDIANS OF THE 
PROFESSION. 


The “ facts ’ disclosed in The Veterinary Record, 
vol. xii., p.721, re the charge of ‘ unprofessional 
conduct,”” which the Registration Committee 
“proved” to le true, and which the Council— 
admittedly, without being ‘‘ cognisant of the facts ”’ 
—subsequently set aside, not having been com- 
mented upon, naturally proves those facts to be 
correct. If so, does it not reflect somewhat serious- 
ly on the profession to allow such conduct to pass by 
so easily, and without a murmur from any of its 
members ? 

We should be very sorry to have to believe that 
the old adage ‘silence gives consent ’’’ applies to the 
profession in these cases ; if this is so, the veterinary 
profession is in a very unhealthy condition and re- 
quires a thorough clearing out (especially its Coun- 
cil)—if not a fresh start altogether. 

Can the veterinary profession permit any member 


of its Council to make such one-sided, msleading 


division was renamed, the veterinary officers were | statements as Professor Penberthy did at the Coun- 
isolated, and the newly created ‘‘ Animals Division ” cil meeting of April 20th to defend such actions as 
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aredivulged in The Veterinary Itecord, vol. Xli., 
721? The truth of which can—if the transcript 
of the reporters notes are correct—be tested, if the 
profession chooses to call a special general meeting 
of its members. 

Some of our members have been for years, 
apparently endeavouring to put a stop to “ disgraceful 
conduct,”’ ride Professor Penberthy’s motion, Veteri- 
nary Record, vol. xi., p. 453, to prohibit advertising. 

When our Council is put to the test of removing 
a Member’s name for “ stating to a livery stable 
keeper that he had glanders in his stable, and in 
manipulating two skulls to support that statement, 
knowing it to be untrue and for purposes of his 
own.” What do we find? Why the very Council- 
man who brings forward a motion to punish mem- 
bers for advertising actually lends his influence to 
defend a man who attempts to inflict such a grave 
injury on an innocent person ; and a majority of the 
Council (although they have no reason to doubt the 
guilt), yet reject the decision of their appointed 
tribunal to investigate these cases, because they fear 
an appeal to the Privy Council. Where is the logic 
or honour of the Council? Are they the guardians 
of the honourable or of the dishonourable members 
of the profession ? Is our Council capable of dealing 

with such serious and impcrtant subjects on our 
behalf ? 

In these matters there is more to be considered 
than the mere removal of an undesirable Member’s 
name from the Register. This is essentially a per- 
sonal matter, which he has to consider for himself. 
There is the reflection on the profession itself, which 
it is our Council's duty to “guard” and protect.’’ 
if they consider advertising so disgraceful, how uch 
more so, should such actions as the above be ! 

Have our Council no more respect for the honour 
of the profession than to allow such members to dis- 
grace itsranks? We ask the Council for no favours, 
but we claim their truce and just consideration for 
“right,” and their protection for the honour of the 
profession. 

It is simply absurd to find a man yuilty and then 
let him. off; or as one of our Council puts it “ al- 
though on the evidence the charge was found to be 
proved, there is not sufficient to remove this man 
from the Register.’’ It is unnecessary for us to be 
— of the legal profession to know better than 

is. 

How much more does our Council require? Let 
us suppose for one moment that the livery stable 
keeper’s horse that died of influenza had possessed 
two eyes instead of one—so that the head could not 
have been identified. He would have been morally 
bound to believe that he had glanders in his stable, 
and legally bound to report it to the local authority 
who would have closed his premises, and his business 
would have been suspended whilst the animals were 
being tested. All the horses standing at livery in 
the yard would alsu have been shut up, and probably 
also tested with mallein—all with neyatire results. 
But even then we can all imagine the loss of this 
process to a livery stable keeper with over 100 horses 
in his yard. 

On the other hand, suppose he had acquiesced to 


ithe suggestion made to him—to keep the matter 


quiet, ‘‘square” the knackerman, and allow the 
latter to come in and kill all the diseased horses— 
there were some five or six horses still ill with 
influenza at the time—and take all the healthy ones 
to a public fair and sell them for what they would 
fetch, of course without any consideration for the 
purchaser. The loss this alternative would have 
occasioned can be appreciated by any thinking mem- 
ber of the profession, as can also the influence this 
‘kind turn” would have secured the perpetrators 
for ever after. 

If such actions and connections as these are not 
considered ‘disgraceful’? and will not shock the 
members of the profession, then no advertising that 
can be imagined need do so. One act of this kind in a 
town does more harm to, and inflicts more disgrace 
on the profession than any kind of advertising could 
in a century. Proper advertising is no disgrace. 
Can as much be said—even by Professor Penberthy 
—for such actions as are now complained of ? There- 
fore, if the Council does not re-open this subject we 
must agree with the Editor of The Veterinary 
Record, *‘ that some undiscovered reason exists for the 
refusal.” 

By the bye, we notice our Council is remarkably 
cautious in protecting itself. We used to be able 
to obtain a special general meeting by a requisition 
to the President signed by 26 Members, now bye-law 
14 says it requires 75. However. we see no reason 
why an important question of this kind should not 
demand such a meeting. We cannot yet believe the 
majority of veterinarians will allow their profession 
to be disgraced—even in one of our University towns 
—without raising their voices of disapproval. If 
there are any other Members who agree with this and 
are willing to sign such a requisition, we shall be 
glad if they will communicate to that effect to 

Ler Rigut se Done.” 
c/o The Veterinary Record, 20 Fulbam Road, London. 


KPILEPSY IN THE HORSE. 


Although frequently met with in canine and 
bovine practice, epilepsy is of comparatively rare 
occurrence in the horse. As veterinary literature on 
the subject is scanty, the following notes of two cases 
may be of interest. 

Case 1.—Bay hunter gelding Why Not,” propert 
of Mr. R. N., . 

During October, 1898, Mr. N’s stud of horses at 
Ayr had been attacked by an extremely virulent and 
contagious form of influenza, and two of bis hunters 
were sent to the Glasgow Veterinary College to see 
if they might escape the contagion, or, if the disease 
manifested itself, to be treated. These two hunters 
(bay gelding “* Why Not” and bay mare) arrived at the 
College on 26th, Oct., 1898, and at this time appeared 
in health. They were put in adjoining loose boxes 
isolated from the other horses in the College. 

On 29th October the bay gelding was observed to 
be dull and listless, appetite in abeyance, and tem- 
perature 103°. The symptoms gradually became 
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more acute, fever increased, animal became stiff and 
disinclined to move, conjunctiva extremely injected 
and of a yellowish red colour, and the urine scanty 
and bigh coloured. 

Treatment.—Febrifuge, diuretic, and tonic drinks 
were administered three times daily, and general 
hygienic, and dietetic principles observed. 

On 1st November congestion of the lungs set in, 
and an indiarubber ice bag (designed by my brother, 
Dr. M’Call) was applied to the chest. On this date 
the first symptoms of the nervous affection were 
manifested, viz., hyperesthesia of the skin, spasms 
and rigidity of the muscles of the neck and limbs, a 
peculiar clicking of the eyelids which became yery 
rapid when the horse was tapped under the jaw or 
otherwise excited. This clicking sound was easily 
heard when standing beside the horse, but when he 
was left perfectly quiet and tranquil it ceased; the 
least touch, however, on any part of the body or on 


cracking your fingers reproduced it. Potass bromide | - 


3ii. was now prescribed in drinking water three times 
daily. During the next two days the groom fre- 
quently heard a noise proceeding from the loose box 
in which the animal was placed, and on looking in 
found the horse lying but apparently calm, and after 
a few minutes he would rise to his feet but seemed 
dazed. 

On 5th November the animal appeared very weak 
on his limbs, his breathing much disturbed, and his 
temperature 106°. On auscultating the chest my 
brother and I found consolidation of the base of both 
lungs. We resolved to discard the ice bag and apply 
a smart blister. While we were standing watching him 
he suddenly, without warning, pitched forward on his 
forehead, his head and neck being partly doubled under 
him and his body against the wall of the loose box. 
He seemed as if he were going to turn a complete 
somersault, but after rocking for asecond or so on 
his head, his hind legs gave way and he gradually 
sank on his near side. His eyes rolled till nothing 
could be seen but the whites of them, his mouth 
opened and he fixed his teeth on the muscles of his 
off forearm; his teeth relaxed, the limbs were 
stretched out to their full extent, the uppermost (off 
fore and hind) were raised in the air and shook in the 
same manner as the limbs of a dying horse. Gradu- 
ally the limbs sank, and finally he lay with all four 
legs stretched out on the ground. His mouth 
opened and shut several times accompanied by a 
gurgling expiratory spasm and then he lay perfectly 
still for a space of at least a minute apparently, as we 
thought, dead. Then a deep forcible inspiratory 
effort took place, the mouth being jerked open. 
These efforts became more frequent till in about three 
minutes his breathing became gradually normal, and 
after lying quiet for a short time he became conscious 
and staggered to his feet shaking and trembling, his 
heart palpitating violently. A strong mustard em- 
brocation was now applied to his chest, and al- 
though he became slightly excited he did not lose 
consciousness. 

Tinct. belladonna and pot. bromide were now 
prescribed. For three days he remained in a very 
critical condition, falling down two or three times in 
the day and losing consciousness for a few minutes, 


but the seizures were by no means so severe as 
the first one, and he was always able to eat a 
little. 

After three days the belladonna was discontinued 
and pot. bromide 5ii. given night and morning in 
drinking water. The nervous symptoms gradually 
subsided and his appetite increased. He was now 
only a shadow of his former self, but gradually he 
became convalescent and on December Ist he was 
able to be removed to Ayr. 

The other animal did not contract the disease at 
the College, but after she returned home she became 
affected, and strange to relate she also had epileptic 
seizures, falling down on her head and behaving in an 
exactly similar manner to ‘‘ Why Not.”’ 

It was months before they were perfectly recovered, 
but this last season they have both been hunted 
regularly, and appear to be none the worse of their 
severe illness. 

Case 11.—Black gelding, aged, 15-2 hands, property 
of Messrs. C. & Co., Glasgow, and used for van pur- 
poses. 

On Tuesday morning, 23rd February, 1900, at 
3 a.m., the horse was discovered by the foreman to 
have fallen in the stall, his head was wedged in the 
hay rack, and he was on his knees. His hind ex- 
tremity was on the ground and the head which was 
caught by the angle of the jaws on the rim of the 
iron rack posteriorly, and by the nose against the 
wall anteriorly, prevented him from getting down in 
front. After several ineffectual efforts to release the 
head he was at last set free, and fell on his side 
where he lay for a minute or so, and then slowly 
staggered tohis feet. A messenger was now des- 
patched to the College. 

On arrival J found the horse dull, head hanging 
and pulse slow and full, temperature normal, and 
from the history it was supposed he had fainted. 
Stimulants were accordingly administered and he 
was removed toa loose box. 

When seen next morning at 9.30 he appeared 
nervous and excitable; pupil dilated, pulse full and 
quick, muscles of neck and loins stiff and rigid; eye- 
lids clicking, conjunctiva injected and _ yellowish, 
temperature normal, bowels constipated, twitching of 
panniculus carnosus and shaking of head. When 
moved he invariably turned to the right side, and had a 
peculiar stilty action both before and behind. His 
appetite was not affected, he ate and drank greedily 
and neighed when a pail was rattled. Upon enquiry 
I found he had been at work the previous day and 
appeared quite healthy in the evening. From the 
clicking of the eyelids and the general excited con- 
dition of the animal I diagnosed the case as a nervous 
affection, probably epilepsy, and acting in this belief 
administered an aloetic ball. 

At 12.30 p.m. same day he took a fit and behaved 
as follows: shook his head violently for several 
minutes as if troubled with flies, staggered, fell on his 
nose and off fore knee, then rolled on to his right 
side, kicked his legs about, breathing stertorously and 
snoring, his eyes rolling. This fit lasted for about 
five minutes, and then he recovered consciousness 
and staggered to his feet. Within two hours he had 
a similar fit which lasted 15 minutes. Belladonna 
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and pot. bromide were prescribed as in last case, and 
the horse was kept as quiet as possible and fed on 
linseed and oatmeal gruels and hay. 

The fits became more frequent during the next 48 
hours, averaging 2 fits in every three hours, and at 
the end of this time he wasa pitiable object, his eyes 
were bruised and closed, and his off knee stiff and 
much swollen from falling on it. He now sweated 
profusely and breathed heavily, his heart’s action 
being tumultuous; temperature 102, appetite still 
fairly good, but when feeding from the pail his head 
nodded against the rim and he was very dazed and 
weak in his hind legs. 

On Friday, the 26th, he was so weak that he could 
scarcely stand, and rocked on his legs. The fits 
were lasting longer, and were more frequent, averag- 
ing three in two hours. Eggs and milk were given 
in a pail, and every effort was made to sustain his 
strength with stimulants and tonics. He had a fit 
about 3 p.m. on this date which lasted for three- 
quarters of an hour, and during this fit he snored 
loudly, and when he came out of it he had to be 
assisted to his feet. 

At6 p.m. he took the final fit, which lasted for an 
hour and a half. In this seizure he was very violent 
and behaved in a peculiar manner. After falling he 
lay quiet for a few minutes snoring, then his legs be- 
gan to move as if he were walking, the walk became 
faster, then broke into a trot, which increased into a 
gallop until he was lying on his right side galloping 
furiously and neighing at intervals. These violent 
movements lasted several minutes then gradually 
ceased, and he lay snoring heavily for an hour and 
a quarter till he became conscious and was assisted to 
his feet. 

From this time he gradually pulled up, the fits did 
not return, and he ate fairly well. In spite of all 
efforts he would not turn except to the right, and 
when pulled to the left side he staggered and would 
have fallen had we persisted. The off knee became 
severely inflamed as a result of his repeatedly falling 
on it, and diffuse suppuration set in. The abscess 
was lanced in front of the knee, but a second one 
formed behind over the pisiform bone, this was also 
opened. Progress continued from this time to be 
gradual and satisfactory, but for fully a fortnight he 
had the peculiar jerky way of moving, and would 
only turn tothe right. When drinking or feeding his 
under jaw invariably nodded against the pail or 
manger. 

During the three days this horse was affected he 
had at least 50 fits, averaging in duration from 10 to 
20 minutes, some much longer, and had he not been 
an exceptionally strong and healthy animal before 
the onset of the disease it is very unlikely he would 
have survived the fearful ordeal. 

When recovery was complete he was sold, and 
upon enquiry I find that he has so far had no return 
of the malady, and is working daily. 


Professor Joun R. McCatx, M.R.C.V.S. 
Glasgow Vet. Coll. 


CELLOIDIN AND CHINOSOL. 


Celloidin.—A solution of this substance made by 
Schering I find very superior to collodion for paint- 
ing over fresh and surgical wounds with a view to 
obtain healing by first intention. It dissolves in 
ether (3i. to 3iv.) forming a slightly viscid fluid 
which dries and sets more quickly than collodion, 
forming a durable, impervious coating which also 
offers support as it contracts in setting to the edges 
of the wound. It is especially useful in wounds of 
the teat, eyelids, and in all surgical wounds, particu- 
larly in our smalier patients. I have used it recently 
in three cases in cows which from a relaxed condi- 
tion of the teat valve, or the result of direct injury 
thereto were losing the milk of one or more quarters. 
A spot dabbed on the point of the teat effectually 
closes it and is easily peeled off for milking. lodo- 
form may be added to the liq. celloidin rendering it 
an antiseptic dressing. 


Chinosol.—(a) In milk fever. After a continued 
and favourable experience with pot. iod. in milk 
fever, I have given it upin favour of chinosol with 
which I have had splendid results. In my experi- 
ence the injection of from 40 to 60 grains of pure 
chinosol in one to two quarts of boiled water gives 
more rapid control of the cerebral symptoms, excite- 
ment and pain are more quickly combated and where 
coma is established, consciousness more certainly 
and more quickly may be looked for to return than 
with the iodide, and the percentage of complete re- 
coveries I have found higher. 


(). In mamuitis.—In milk fever the injection of 
pot. iod. is occasionally followed by mammitis, which 
is a very awkward sequel to explain away, and it was 
in a case of milk fever attended by a highly con- 
gested aud fleshy udder that | first noticed the value 
of chinosol in mammary congestion and inflamed 
condition of the gland. I have used it in hard and 
inflamed udder cases from varying causes, such as 
direct injury, wasp sting, cold and exposure, and that 
sudden and acute form of mammitis met with after 
severe thunderstorms and associated with putrefac- 
tive and fementative changes in the gland and its 
secretion. If taken in the early stages and even 
though the secretion of milk is quite altered and 
consisting of curdled milk, a bloody serosity or a 
foetid clotted mixture, I have found the early injec- 
tion of 20 grains of chinosol in one pint of boiled 
water to each affected quarter produce the most 
marked effect. A quarter much enlarged, hard, hot, 
and painful and giving nothing but a bloody serosity, 
with the cow shewing marked constitutional symp- 


| toms has repeatedly, in the series of cases I have 


used this drug, been practically well in from 12 to 24 
hours. 

_No bathing is prescribed but a brisk purgative 
given and followed by doses of sode bicarb. and 
potass nit. The injection is well kneaded into the 


‘udder after exhibition, and the ordinary milk fever 


syringe used. 
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If any of your readers give this treatment a trial it | 
will be interesting to hear their results ; at any rate : 
there need be no fear of its doing any harm. 

Epwarp P. Epwarps. 

Mold. 


A PORTABLE OIL FURNACE. 
By J. H. Parker, M.R.C.V.S., Faringdon, Berks. 


I enclose an illustration of a portable oil blast 
furnace which I have found to be very useful after a 
trial of three months, and which might be of use to 
those members of the profession who still use the 
actual cautery. The furnace stands 18 inches high 
and weighs about 16lb., and can easily be carried 
about in any trap. 


ji 


The structure will be understood from the _illus- 
tration : (1) is the feeder to the copper reservoir ; (2) 
is a supply valve which regulates the stream of oil 
and air which are emitted through a tube like a small 
gas jet into the firebox (3); (4) is a pump by which 
air is pumped into the reservoir. The metal cap on 
top is lined with asbestos. and covers a metal coil. 

Instructions for Use.—First: Take out bottom 
feeder screw (1) fill reservoir three-parts full with 
ordinary paraffin oil. Second: Open supply valve 
(2) a little at first, and afterwards regulate it what 
heat is required. Third: Pour about a tablespoon- 
ful of methylated spirit into firebox (3), light this, 
and let it burn for two or three minutes to warm the 
coil. Fourth: Pump about six gentle strokes of air 
Into reservoir by pump (4) and the machine will 
start working. The furnace is made by the Portable 
Furnace and Patents Company, Carrington, Notting- 
ham. I first saw it used by some plumbers who were 
repairing a pump at my place. I have found it very 
useful and handy for firing horses, as it can be lit up 
ina stable. Also for castration, as it can be placed 
close to the animal when down, heats the iron to a 
bright red heat, and does not form scales. Takes 
about five minutes to get the irons hot from the 
start. Holds about a quart of paraffin oil, and will 
burn for about an hour without refilling. Will save 
no end of time to a practitioner who castrates by 
means of the iron. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel» 


Manchester, on June 21st. Mr. Joseph Abson presided» 
and the following members attended: Messrs. H. D. 
Chorlton, E. Faulkner, A. K. Hart, A. Holbnrn, J. 8. 
Lloyd, S. Locke, H. Locke (hon. sec.), E. H. Stent, W. A. 
Taylor, and J. B. Wolstenholme, Manchester ; J. H. Car- 
ter, Burnley ; R. C. Edwards, Chester ; and Wm. Woods, 
Wigan. Mr. M. L. Sykes (visitor.) 

Apologies for absence were announced from Professor 
McCall, Messrs. McKinna, R. Hughes, and A. Laws. 

On the motion of Mr. Wolstenholme, seconded by Mr. 
i the minutes of last meeting were taken as 
read. 

The SECRETARY reported that in connection with the 
recent election to Council R.C.V.S. only one nominee, 
Mr. McKinna, was rejected. Of those elected, Mr. J. F. 
Simpson was at the head of the poll. 

The Association’s proportion, viz. £2 15s. 5d., of the 
election expenses was ordered to be paid, upon the pro- 
position of Mr. Woods, seconded by Mr. 8S. Locke. 

The PRESIDENT, referring to the communication from 
the Royal Institute of Public Health ve Congress at 
Aberdeen, said it would be remembered that the veteri- 
nary section arrangements at the Blackpool Congress 
were not altogether satisfactory, but he thought that 
steps had been taken to ensure better facilities at the 
forthcoming Congress. 

Mr. FAULKNER proposed that the President should 
attend the Congress, and that his expenses be borne by 
the Association. Although last year’s Congress left a 
great deal to be desired so far as respects the veterinary 
section, he hoped this next Congress would be entirely 
satisfactory. 

Mr. TayLor, in seconding the proposition, endorsed 
Mr. Faulkner’s remarks. 


VARIOLA, VACCINIA, AND THE PREPARA- 
TION OF VACCINE LYMPH. 
By Jno. B. WotsTeNHOLME, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.M.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—Responding to the 
request of the head of our Association, 1 have ventured 
to introduce this subject. In so doing it is my intention 
to give the briefest possible outline of the subject and to 
supplement that with the exhibition of a number of 
lantern slides. 

It is further necessary to add that the title suggested 
itself to me on hearing my friend Mr. Sykes read a paper 
on the same subject before the Manchester Microscopi- 
cal Society, and I[ desire to express my indebtedness and 
thanks to him for the loan of slides, the use of certain 
reports to the Local Government Board, and for his kind- 
ness and courtesy in various other ways. 

Variola in man is an eruptive fever. It is infectious 
during the life of the patient and also from the dead 
body. It is communicable to man by inoculation, but 
cannot be transmitted to animals by infection or by 
inoculation. 

It is a disease which has been recognised for a long 
period, and practically the sum total of our present 
knowledge has been gained exclusively by clinical study. 
It is by this means we know that a subject, having once 
passed through the disease, is much less liable to con- 
tract it again than one who has not had it. It had also 
been observed long ago that those who contracted the 
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disease by inoculation had as a rule a milder and less 
fatal form. 

The mortality of smallpox had driven many of the 
people of the East to resort to inoculation as a protection, 
and it was to this end that Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 
introduced it into England in 1721. As time passed and 
experience gathered, it was found that inoculation, 
whilst it protected somewhat those who were operated 
on, yet it spread the disease extensively, for each person 
so inoculated became a centre of infection and distribu- 
ted it to many who came nev them or in contact with 
infected clothing etc. Smallpox inoculation was prohibi- 
ted by Act of Parliament in 1840. | : ; 

Cowpox in the natural condition is a disease peculiar 
to the female of the bovine species during the period of 
Jactation. It is characterised by a typical eruption on 
the teats and udder. It is not infectious, but may be 
transmitted by inoculation. = 

As to the relationship between variola and vaccinia, 

the greatest divergence of opinion exists between experts. 
I think the case may be best stated by making one or 
two quotations, thus, Dr. S. Moncton Copeman, Medical 
Inspector to H.M. Local Government Board, says that 
“Tt may now be definitely stated that smallpox lymph, 
by passing through the system of the calf, can be so 
altered in character to become deprived of its power of 
causing a generalised eruption, while inducing at the 
site of inoculation a vesicle indistinguishable from a 
typical vaccine vesicle, and more important still, that 
when transferred again to man, it has, by such treat- 
ment, lost its former infectious character. Such being 
the case, it may fairly be asserted that cowpox—or rather 
that artificially inoculated form of the disease which we 
term “ vaccinia ”—is nothing more nor less than variola 
modified by transmission through the bovine animal.” 

On the other hand Dr. Crookshank, whilst admitting 
that by “judicious selection” it is possible, as stated by 
Copeman, to procure a lymph which “is deprived of its 
infectious properties and produces on the arm the physi- 
cal characters of an ordinary vaccine vesicle.” This he 
says: “has been regarded as a proof of the identity of 
smallpox and cowpox, but it is not so. Variola and cow- 
pox are not the only diseases caused by a virus which 
can be attenuated until only a vesicle is produced with 
the characters of an ordinary vaccine vesicle.” Vide 
cattle plague, sheep-pox, and horse-pox). “ Cowpox has 
never been converted into human smallpox and in their 
clinical history and epidemiology, natural cowpox and 
human smallpox are so different that the comparative 
pathologist is no more prepared to admit their identity 
than he is to admit the identity of cowpox and sheep- 
pox, or smallpox and cattle plague.” 

After listeniag to two so divergent opinions, it will be 
well to quote from the final report of the Royal Com- 
mission on Vaccination issued in Sept., 1896. This Com- 
mission was composed of men eminent in medicine, law, 
and collaterial sciences, and had the advantage of hear- 
ing the views of Copeman, Cruickshank and others on 
the question. The report says :— 

“It may at once be stated that while Cowpox is 
readily transferred from the cow to man and back again 
from man to the cow, the disease in man being identical 
with that in the cow, smallpox cannot be transferred 
from man to cow, so as to give rise to a disease in the 
latter identical in its features with the smallpox of man. 
Nor can cowpox be so teansferred to man as to give rise 
in him to smallpox. The two diseases are nvt in this 
sense convertible.” 

“As to the formation of a vaccine vesicle in the cow 
from inoculation with smallpox matter, the report says : 
“Taking all the various facts into consideration, we seem 
led to the provisional conclusion that, under certain con- 
ditions, the tissues of the cow are able to transform 
smallpox into vaccine.” - . . . There is still room 
for much inquiry ; meanwhile, it may be said that in any 


case the evidence in favour of a possible transformation 
of a smallpox into vaccine, is sufficiently strong to re- 
move the force of the theoretical objection to the power 
of vaccination to secure immunity towards smallpox, 
on the ground that the two diseases are absolutely 
distinct.” 

As to the bacteria which have been discovered in 
lymph from the vesicles or pustules of small x cowpox 
and vaccinia, they are numerous, and include the ordin- 
ary saprophytic group, together with certain of the pus- 
producing organisms. In neither of the diseases has a 
definite producing organism been isolated and thus the 
exact nature of the contagium remains obscure. 

As you are well aware, the clinical acumen of Jenner 
noted and verified the observations of certain dairy folk 
as tu the modifying and protecting influence which had 
been exerted on a person who has contracted cowpox, 
when that person was exposed to the contagium of small- 
pox Jenner commenced his experimentsin 1796 by inocula- 
ting people directly from the cow ; two years later he 
commenced to vaccinate, @.¢., to take the lymph frcm an 
artificially produced vesicle and use it for another series. 
In other words, he commenced arm to arm vaccination. 
In connection with these experiments it is well to note 
that Jenner, before he began to use cowpox lymph, had 

ractised smallpox inoculation. Many of the persons he 
inoculated with cowpox lymph and vaccine lymph were 
tested not only in the natural way during epidemics 
of smallpox, but by being directly inoculated with small- 
pox virus. 

As time advanced, and experience accumulated, it was 
found that the lymph taken directly from cowpox vesi- 
cles was exceedingly virulent, and that not infrequently 
serious results of an inflammatory character supervened. 
It was observed that, in the arm toarm mode of propa- 
gation, the disease ran a much milder course, and thus 
vaccination, as against cowpox inoculation, became the 
usual method. 

This means of lessening the mortality from smallpox 
has so appealed to the legislators of many countries that 
the practice of vaccination has been enforced by law ; 
but at the same time it requires very little medical or 
surgical knowledge to know that it is not possible to 
puncture or scratch through the skin without running 
a definite risk of the wound being, or becoming poisoned. 
Amongst the grave forms of poisoning may be noted 
erysipelas and the various septic diseases. Syphilis has 
been introduced with the vaccine, and some fear that 
tubercle and leprosy may also be conveyed. On account 
of these definite risks, as well as other reasons in the 
nature of doubt as to its efficacy, or from sentiment, a 
section of the community has placed itself in antagonism 
with the majority. 

Experiment has shown that if a calf be inuculated 
with the virus of cowpox, the resulting vesicles are of 
the same mild character as those raised by the arm to 
arm method, and observation proves that they are 
equally successful in producing vaccination when intro- 
duced into the human subject. Lymph produced from 
the calf is now superseding that raised by arm to arm 
vaccination, for the reasons--Ist, that the risk from the 
possibility of syphilis and leprosy are excluded, and that 
the same from tubercle is avoided by a post-mortem 
examination of the calf before the iymph is used. 

Of course, lymph from the calf is, and must be liable to 
contamination with the other numerous micro-organisms, 
such as are found in lymph from the arm In connection 
with this aspect of the question, a new and most impor- 
tant means has been adopted to free and purify lymph 
of them. Amongst the many substances which have the 
power to inhibit the growth and destroy micro-organisms 
are included certain oils and glycerine. As a result of 
long continued experiments, Dr. Copeman announced in 
1891 that the admixture of glycerine to vaccine lymph, 
with subsequent storage in a particular manner, had the 
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effect of the destroying all the micro-organisms in 
lymph, to which any untoward or baneful result might 
be attributed. Whilst he declared at the same time that 
the vaccinal efficiency was unimpaired, nay, increased. 
This was a most remarkable statement, yet the accumu- 
lation of evidence, both at home and on the continent, 
serves only to prove it. 

The method adopted to prepare and test the lymph is 
as follows: Vesicle pulp from a calf is weighed and to it 
is added acertain quantity of a 50 per cent. solution of 
glycerine in water—I say a zertain quantity, because a 
varying amount has been used. In the experiments 
cited by Dr. Copeman the pulp was diluted on different 
occasions, with twice, with four times, and with fifteen 
times its weight of 50 per cent. glycerine and water, the 
strictest aseptic precautions being used. The emulsion 
is then drawn up into capillary tubes, sealed with the, 
blow-pipe and stored. 

A plate culture prepared from the newly made emul- 
sion, on nutrient agar-agar, on being allowed one week to 
grow, showed at the end of that time, many colonies of 
micro-organisms. A similar culture, made from a tube 
after one week’s storage, showed a diminution in the 
number of colonies, and so on nntil at the end of one 
month’s storage not a single colony could be found. 
This emulsion, on being used to vaccinate children, 
proved that it was very efficient. 

I may add that the bacilliof tubercle and the strepto- 
coccus of erysipelas have beenadded experimentally to the 
lymph, and it is found that they are effectively destroyed 
in the process. 

In this country there are a number of establishments 
where the process of calf lymph production goes on. 
They are private enterprises with the exception of that 
of the Government station in London. On the contin- 
ent both private and Government institutions exist, as 
with us. 

The method varies somewhat in different places. At 
an institution in Paris female calves, from four to six 
months old, are used. They are fastened to a tilting 
table, and. the part selected is shaved and rendered 
thoroughly clean. Superficial incisions, each about one 
inch long, are made in the skin of the abdomen and gly- 
cerinated lymph is rubbed in. When the lymph has 
dried, the calf is taken back to the stable. At this insti- 
tution the lymph is collected on the 6th day. 

In Brussels, at the veterinary school, male calves are 
preferred. Here they make about 150 incisions, of 
from two to three inches in length, on the abdomen and 
scrotum. 

In Berlin, incisions, 18 to 24 inches in length, and very 
close to each other are made. The lymph is collected on 
the fifth day. 

At the Government establishment in England each 
calf serves to provide vaccine sufficient for 200 to 300 
vaccinations, whilst in Berlin it is said one calf will 
suffice for no less than 15,000 vaccinations. 

In some instances injection of tuberculin is practised 
before vaccination, but this seems unnecessary, as in all 
cases the calves are killed and examined post-mortem 
as to their general health, and freedom from tubercu- 
losis, before the lymph is allowed to be distributed. On 
the Continent the calves after slaughter are sold for 
human fcod. I presume that the same custom apper- 
tain in this country, but I do not know. 

On the protective value of vaccination in the human 
subject I do not propose to enter, and shall content my- 
self with simply saying that the report in 1896 of the 
majority of the Royal Commission on Vaccination finds 
it proven :— 

1. “That it diminishes the liability to be attacked by 

the disease.” _(i.e., smallpox). 

2. “ That it modifies the character of the’ disease and 

renders it () less fatal, and (4) of a milder or less 


A later clause in the report says that “ The beneficial 
effects of vaccinations are most experienced by those on 
whose case it has been most thorough. We think it may 
fairly be concluded that where the vaccine matter is 
inserted in 3 or 4 places it is more effectual than when 
introduced into one or two places only, and that if the 
vaccination marks are of an area of half a square inch 
they indicate a better state of protection than if their 
area be at all considerably below this.” 

I have quoted this last conclusion to remark how im- 
perfect the present vaccination law is as to its standard 
of efficiency. It is necessary that a medical man certi- 
fies that vaccination has been successfully performed, 
and he may legally do this if only one vesicle has been 
raised. The great majority of medical men believe with 
the report, that this is inefficient, and desire that a 
definite number of vesicles be required as a standard 
before they shall certify that vaccination has been 
successfully performed. 

The Local Government Board have fixed a standard 
for the public vaccinator, and will not pay the fee un- 
less he certifies that at least four vesicles have been 
successfully raised. 

In some places the scruples and convenience of the 
people have to be met in various ways. Thus, in certain 
parts of Paris, the vaccinated calf is taken to the homes 
of the people, and sometimes vaccination is practised in 
the open street. 

The following works have been used in preparing this 


paper :—- 

Dr. Crookshank’s Bacterivlogy and the Extracts from 
the final report of the Royal Vaccination Commission, 
as therein given. 

Dr. S. Moncton Copeman, on Smallpox, Vaccinia, and 
Vaccination, article in Allchin’s Medicine, 1900. 

Report to the Local Government Board on the prepara- 
and storage of Glycerinated Calf Lymph, 1897. 

Report to the Local Government Board on the Influ- 
ence of Glycerine in inhibiting growth of Micro-organ- 
isms in Vaccine Lymph, 1898. 


After the paper a number of lantern slides were shown 
illustrating small pox, cow pox, horse-pox, and vaccinia. 
The method of raising lymph from the calf, and a series 
of photographs of plate cultivations were also shown by 
the lantern. An actual series of plate cultures from 
vor on nutrient agar-agar, together with vaccinating 
needles were placed on the table for inspection. 

Mr. Woops said he was sure all had been very much 
entertained by Mr. Wolstenholme’s paper and the lantern 
slides. Though there were persons claiming to be 
scientific and some medical men, too, who opposed 
vaccination, there was no necessity, he thcught, to 
persuade veterinary surgeons as to the necessity for and 
the utility of vaccination. The principal item of 
interest to veterinarians seemed to be the identity or 
otherwise of small-pox with horse-pox, cow-pox, sheep- 
pox, and goat-pox. The 1896 Royal Commission on 
vaccination received the opinions of a good many 
scientific men, but they did not appear to prove very 
much except their great inferiority to the Commission 
which satin France about the year 1885 and which they 
to some extent ignored. The French Commission went 
into the question of the identity or otherwise of the 
variola with horse-pox, cow-pox, sheep-pox, and goat- 
pox, and in their report, which had never been contra- 
dicted, they stated distinctly that they could not pro- 
duce in the cow by inoculation with human small-pox 
lymph the four stages of human small-pox, viz., pimple, 
vesicle, pustule, and scar, but only a imple which 
occasionally went on to a vehicle ; and Fe produced 
an argument absolutely convincing in that they proved 
that they could have going on at the same time and in 
the same animal both small-pox and cow-pox each 


severe type.” 


running its own definite course. They proved in the 
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same way that horse-pox was not identical with cow- 
pox, and that cow-pox was not the same as sheep-pox, 
also that, although these diseases were not identical, 
they were antagonistic to each other—that is to say, 
though in the same animal any two varieties could be 
going on at the same time, that if one variety was first 
allowed to run its course and then inoculated with 
another variety there would be no result whatever. In 
other words, if a cow were first inoculated with human 
small-pox and allowed to run its course it could then be 
inoculated with cow-pox without result, z.e., immunity 
was procured. How Icng that immunity lasted they 
were unable to say, and he doubted very much whether 
the position to-day was any better, notwithstanding the 
labours of the 1896 Commission. ; ’ 

Mr. Sykes, alluding to the prejudice against vaccina- 
tion on account of the transmission of tuberculosis and 
syphilis, pointed out that there had never been known 
an authentic case where tuberculosis had been trans- 
mitted through vaccination and, as to syphilis, even if 
the bacteria of syphilis were not eliminated by the dis- 
tillation of the lymph, vaccination by calf lymph would 
render the transmission of syphilis impossible because 
it could not possibly exist. Early vaccination, he might 
“ay, did not prevent a person having small-pox later in 
ife. 

The PRESIDENT thought that the objection raised b 
most of the people to vaccination was not due so muc 
to the fact that they suspected tuberculosis but that 
they suspected syphilis. If they could only be taught 
that it could not possibly pass through the calf probably 
their minds could be disabused. 

On the proposition of the President, seconded by Mr. 
S. Locke, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Wolstenholme for his interesting and instructive essay. 

Mr. Taytor then moved that the thanks of the meet- 
ing be tendered to Mr. Sykes and Mr. Francis, the 
manipulator of the lantern, for the part which they had 
taken in making the proceedings interesting. 

Mr. Woops seconded the motion and proposed that 
the expenses of the lantern be defrayed by the Society. 

Mr. 8. Locke seconded, and the resolution was 
carried unanimously. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


ExcuRSION ON THE THAMES. 


Pleasure, rather than business, was the order of the 
day on Friday, June 29th, when an ordinary general 
meeting of this Association was held at Reading. At 
the February gathering it had been announced that some 
Reading gentlemen interested in horseflesh, and friends 
of many of the members, would be happy to arrange a 
river trip on the occasion of the June meeting ; and 
when those of the Society who were able to attend 
assembled at the Great Western Hotel at 1-15 they were 
welcomed by their hosts, who at once introduced them 
to a most elegant champagne luncheon. These hospit- 
able gentlemen were Councillors William Ferguson 
A. H. Bull, and Wm. Bonny, and Messrs C. Qades 
Rupert L. Clarke, and R. H. Bradley, who expressed 
= regret that so few members of the Association had 
ound it possible to join them. The guests were Messrs 
Sidney Villar (President of the Association), Jas. P. S. 
Walker (hon. treas.), James F. Simpson, Albert Wheatley, 
P. Irving, S. H. Slocock, W. G. Flanagan, F. W. Hanks. 
E. C. Howard, A. L. Butters, Wm. Wilson and Mr. 
David Pugh, F-R.C.VS, of Sevenoaks. 

pologies for inability to be present were i 
from Professors James M’Call, M’Fadyean, Age W. 


Williams, Pritchard, and George Fleming; Sir Henry 
Simpson, who asked Mr. Owen to convey to their hosts: 


his appreciation of their kindness, and expressed the 
hope that the day might be a most pleasurable one, and 
Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall (who was prevented by very 
serious illness in his house), Messrs. Henry G. and 
Thomas W. Lepper (whose venerable father is seriously 
ill), F. W. Wragg, Thos B. Goodall, Geo. E. King, Jas. 
East, F. W. Wragg, W. H. Davidson, E. J. Mellett,. 
C. W. Page, R.C. Tennant, Ed. Lawrence, John Hatch, 


G. J. Emerton, Wm. Hunting, J. H. Wilson, Chas.. 


Sheather, Thos. Powell, and John A. Craft. 

After the repast, the PRESIDENT rose and said that 
although unfortunately they were so few in number, and 
although their time was so limited, he was quite sure 


there was not one of them who would wish them to: 


separate without showing their affection for the Queen 
and their loyalty to the Throne. He therefore gave them: 
“The Queen—God bless her.” 

The toast was enthusiastically drunk. 

Mr. FerGuson then rose and said that as the humble 
mouthpiece of some of the citizens of Reading he was 
desired to say how very pleased they were to welcome 
their guests that day, and to have the great privilege 
and pleasure of entertaining them. (Applause). At the 
present moment, no doubt, the members of the veteri- 
nary profession were very muca handicapped owing to 
the fact that so many of their assistants were at the 
front in South Africa, having been appealed to by the 
Government to assist and aid as they could in the prose- 
cution of the present war. (Hear, hear.) They at Read- 
ing much regretted that there were not much greater 
numbers with them that day, but unfortunately gentle- 
men were engaged. They hoped, however, that on some 
future occasion they might see a much larger number. 
(Applause). He would propose for their acceptance 
1 — of their worthy President, Mr. Villar. (Ap- 
plause. 

The PREsIDENT thanked Mr. Ferguson very much for 
the kind way in which he had been good enough to pro- 
pose, and the company to receive, the toast of his health. 
He would take that opportunity to thank Mr. Ferguson. 
and the other gentlemen of Reading associated with him, 
for the very kindly weicome they had accorded to the 
Association that day. (Applause). They had enjoyed 
at their hospitality a very nice lunch, and thanked 
them for it ; and they were going to enjoy what he knew 
would be a very pleasant trip on their beautiful 
river. He felt that an apology was really due to those 
gentlemen on account of the small attendance ; but, 
as Mr. Ferguson had pointed out, there was a very large 
number of veterinary surgeons gone to the front, and 
there was a very great scarcity of assistants, and conse- 
quently surgeons in practice found very great difficulty 
just now in leaving their business. ' (Hear, hear.) They 
must put down the short muster that day, like many 
other ills, to ex-President Kruger, (Laughter and hear.) 
They all thanked the gentlemen of Reading very much 
for their kind hospitality. (Applause.) 

Routine business connected with the Association was 
then transacted. 

On the proposition of Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. 
Irving, the President was unanimously chosen to repre 
sent the Association at the forthcoming Congress i0 
Aberdeen, of the Royal Institute of Public Health. 

It was agreed, on the motion of Mr. Butters, second 
by Mr. Slocock, that the next (November) meeting of the 
Association be held as usual at 10 Red Lion Square. 

Mr. Davin Pug had prepared a paper on “ Anthrax, 
but in view of the excursion it was arranged that the 
same should be printed and circulated among the met 
bers, and discussed at the next meeting. For this meet- 
ing Mr. Frank Smith, M.R.C.V.S., has also promis 
nl appears likely to prove another very interesting 
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The Hon. TREASURER reported that the funds of the 
Association were ina very flourishing condition, and sub- 
scriptions coming in well, 

Sundry other matters having been disposed of, the 
meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the President. 

The party were then driven to Caversham Bridge, 
where they embarked on Mr. A. G. Bona’s splendid 
steam launch “Fashion,” on which they proceeded 
through some of the best known and most charming 
scenery of the Thames, up stream through Mapledurham 
and Pangbourne as far as Goring and Streatley. The 
afternoon was dull, but fortunately no rain fell, and the 
excursionists greatly enjoyed their exceedingly pleasant 
trip. Fruits, tea and coffee and other refreshments were 
served on board the “ Fashion,” and the time table was 
so arranged that the return journey was completed so 


as to allow the party to comfortably catch their return 


trains. 


Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


SpectaL MEETING OF CoUNCIL. 


Prior to the usual quarterly meeting, a Council meet- 
ing was held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on 
Friday the 6th inst., for the purpose of electing the 
officers of the College for the ensuing year. There were 

resent: Mr, Fraser, President, in the chair ; Professors 

ewar, James M’Call, M’Fadyean, Pritchard, General 
Sir Fredk. FitzWygram, Vet.-Col. Lambert, Messrs. 
Abson, Byrne, Carter, Cope, Dollar, Hartley, Lawson, 
Locke, Mason, Mulvey, Simpson, Trigger, Villar, 
Wartnaby, Winter, and Wragg. 
{<The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

ABSENTEES. 

The SEcrerArRY stated that he had received letters of 
apology from Prof. M’Call, Prof. Edgar, Mr. Barrett, 
and Mr. Bower regretting their inability to attend the 
meeting. 

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 

Mr. Sumpson : I have been asked to perform a very 
pleasing duty, and I unhesitatingly accept the invita- 
tion. It isto propose that Mr. A. C. Cope be elected 
President of the College for the ensuing year. Mr. 
Cope is a gentleman who is known to the whole profes- 
sion, and he is certainly known to every member of this 
Council. His abilities have been proved since he has 
had the ene of being amongst us as a member 
of Council, and I feel sure that his election will give 
satisfaction to every member of the profession. 

Mr. Harttey : I have great pleasure in seconding Mr. 
Cope’s nomination. 

The motion was then put and carried by acclamation, 

Mr. Fraser : I am very pleased, Mr. Cope, to vacate 
this chair in your favour. 

Mr. Fraser then vacated the Presidential chair which 
was occupied by Mr. Cope. 

The Preswwent (Mr. A. C. Cope) : Gentlemen, I desire 
to express my great gratification and appreciation of the 
honour which you have conferred upon me in electing 
me as President of this College. tT am afraid it is 
Somewhat unmerited, but I can assure you 1 have taken 
& great Interest in the profession, and I trust I shall be 
able to fill the position with that dignity and honour 
which is due to the post of President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. Again, gentlemen, I 
beg to thank you for my election. 

_ Mr. TRIGGER: I am sure it will be the wish of the 
Council that we convey to the retiring President, Mr. 


Fraser, our high appreciation of the admirable manner 
in which he has conducted the business of this Council 
during his year of office. Mr. Fraser was elected to the 
chair with the full confidence of the Council, and he 
vacates it with that confidence absolutely unshaken. 
He has conducted our meetings in a dignified manner, 
and in every way he has advanced the interests of the 
profession. I beg to move—“ That the hearty thanks of 
this Council be accorded to Mr. Fraser for his conduct 
as President during the past year, and that the same be 
entered upon the minutes.” : 

Mr. Wraae : I have very great pleasure in seconding 
the motion. I have been closely connected with Mr. 
Fraser during his year of office, and I can testify that he 
has performed his official duties in a most exemplary 
manner 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Fraser: Mr. President and gentlemen, I very 
highly value the vote of thanks which you have been 
kind enough to accord to me. 1 suppose that no man 
reaches or realizes the ideal either in public or private 
life. I, certainly, have not reached my ideal, and I did 
not reach what I conceived to be worthy of the Presi- 
dent of this College ; but I have hada very pleasant year 
of office. I have received not only from this Council, 
but from the profession generally, a kindness and sup- 
port which I had little reason to anticipate, and I am 
very grateful for it. My year of office will be to me a 
pleasant memory, and I shall always look back upon it 
with pleasure. I feel that I have made many friends 
who will stick to me in days of depression or defeat such 
as overtake most of us at one time or another. I should 
like to congratulate Mr. Cope upon his election to the 
position which he now occupies, and which I feel sure he 
will adorn. I also congratulate the Council and the 
rofession that it has placed at its disposal the a ty | 
or service which Mr. Cope undoubtedly possesses. 
anticipate that he will not only serve us well, but that 
he will lead us and assist us in promoting the interests 
of the profession in every respect. Again, gentlemen, [ 
beg to thank you for your kindness and support during 
my year of office. 


ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


The following gentlemen were appointed as _ vice- 
Presidents for the ensuing pear :— Messrs. Carter, Locke, 
Fraser, Lawson, Simpson, and Prof. Dewar. 


ELECTION oF TREASURER. 


The PresipENT : We will now proceed with the elec- 
tion of the treasurer. 

Mr. Mutvey : I beg to propose the re-election of our 
old friend. Mr. Wragg. For many years he has looked 
after the finances of this College, and I hope his re- 
election will be unanimous. 

Mr. Locke: I have very great pleasure in seconding 
the motion. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Wracec: Mr. President and members of Council, 
I beg to thank you most sincerely for the unanimous 
manner in which you have seen fit to re-elect me to the 
post of treasurer. According to some reports it appears 
that we are getting into somewhat troublous times, and 
it has been said that the finances of the College are not 
in such a good state as they were some years ago. I, 
however, am not so pessimistic about it as some people. 
I — that we have passed through the crisis ; and that 
we shall return to our normal state in the future. I 
have been through the accounts this morning, and I can- 
not help thinking that the falling off in the candidates 
for the Fellowship Degree has had a great deal to do 
with the reduction in our balance. If we could induce 
more gentlemen to come up for the Fellowship Exami- 
nation it would very greatly assist our funds. As 


Treasurer that is a matter which I think I ought to bring 
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before you. I thank you again, gentlemen, for your 
kindness in re-electing me. 
ELECTION OF SECRETARY AND REGISTRAR. 


Mr. Fraser: Mr. President and gentlemen, | beg to 
propose Mr. Hill’s re-election to the office of | Secretary 
and Registrar, and I do so chiefly because it gives me an 
opportunity of acknowledging the assistance he ren- 
dered me during my year of office. : 

Prof. Prrrcuarp: I have very great pleasure in 
seconding Mr. Hill’s re-election. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hrxt (Secretary) : I beg to thank you, gentlemen 
most sincerely for having re-elected me to my post of 
Secretary and Registrar. My best endeavours shall 
always be used in following the dictates of the Council, 
and of the profession, and [ trust I shall Lave health 
and strength to carry out the duties of my office. 


QUARTERLY MEETING. 


At the conclusion of the foregoing meeting the quar- 
terly meeting of the Council was held. There were 
resent Mr. A. C. Cope, president, in the chair, Profs. 

ewar, James McCall, McFadyean, Pritchard, General 
Sir Fredk. FitzWygram, Vet.Colonel Lambert, Messrs. 
Abson, Burns, Carter, Dollar, Fraser, Hartley, Lawson, 
Locke, Mason, Mulvey, Simpson, Trigger, Villar, Wart- 
naby, Winter, and Wragg. 

MINUTES. 


The PRESIDENT called upon the Secretary to read the 
minutes of the previous meeting. 

Mr. Stmpson : Have these minutes been printed and 
circulated ? 

The Secretary : No. 

The minutes of the previous quarterly meeting were 
then read. 

Prof. Dewar: There is one word in the minutes which 

I object to, and which [ should like to have altered. At 
the end of the meeting I proposed a motion and there 
appears in the minutes the word “left.” It ought to be 
“referred.” I distinctly asked that the subject should 
be “referred,” not “left,” to the Examination Com- 
mittee. 
_ The Prestpent : There does not seem to be any ob- 
jection to substituting the word “referred.” Does any 
other member wish to make any remarks on the 
minutes. 

Prof. Dewar : I should like to enquire whether it is 
not a fact that the Council some time ago passed a 
resolution to the effect that the minutes should be prin- 
ted and circulated amongst the members of the Council. 
Is there any reason why that course has been departed 
the occasion ? 

Mr. Fraser: [ can answer that question. It is qui 
optional. Either the minutes are and 
or recorded in the minute-book and read. j 

The minutes as amended were then signed as correct. 


OBITUARY. 


The Secretary read the obituary list. 

Mr. TricGer : There is one name in the list of those 
who have passed from amongst us which I am sure will 
com™ and our consideration, not only from the fact that 
the gentleman had attained patriarchal years, and was 
fear the father of the profession, but because he 

ad filled almost all the important positions that can be 
held by a member of this profession, I allude to the late 
Mr. Pritchard, of Wolverhampton. Mr. Pritchard devo- 
ted his life to the interests of veterinary science, and he 
won for himself the esteem and regard of every member 
of the profession. I, asa Wolverhampton lad, remember 
him in my earliest days, and I consider it a privilege to 
be allowed to propose the following motion :—“ That th 
condolences of this Council be tendered to the famil f 
the late Mr. Pritchard, stating in the highest pecans be 


appreciation of his sterling character, and the high re 
gard in which he was held by the members of the veteri- 
nary profession.” 

Mr. Wrace : I have very much pleasure in seconding 
this motion, and in doing sol do not think I can add 
one word to what has been so well expressed by my 
friend Mr, Trigger. It may, however, interest you to 
know that Mr. Pritchard was one of my examiners, 
though I need not remind you that it is many years ago 
since he retired from the Examining Board. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The SECRETARY stated that he had received a letter 
from Mr. Simpson, but it arrived too late to be placed on 
the agenda. 

Mr. Stimpson : As it is not on the agenda I will ask 
that the letter may not be read. It is only a notice of 
motion. 

The SecreTARY read the following letter from the 
War Office dated June 26th, 1900. 

“Sir, I am directed by the Secretary of State for War 
to advert to your letter of the 22nd August last in which 
you submitted certain proposals for the improvement of 
the position of officers of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment. Lord Lansdowne has, during the interval which 
has elapsed since the receipt of your letter, repeatedly 
had under his consideration, in consultation with his. 
military advisers, the important points which your letter 
raises. The pressure of work, however, in this oftice since 
the beginning of the war has been so great as to render 
it impossible toarrive at asatisfactory settlement of the 
matter. As matters now stand, His Lordship thinks. 
that it will be preferable to await the conclusion of the 
war before giving the question further consideration. 
This course will admit of the experience of the working 
of the Department which has been gained during the 
war being taken into account to an extent that would be 
impossible now, when reports made by the veterinary 
officers employed in South Africa, have not yet been 
received.” 

The PrestpENT asked whether any member of the 
Council had any remarks to make upon the letter. 

Mr. Simpson : It is a little difficult to know how to 
deal with a letter of this kind. It is respectfully worded 
and I think it should be respectfully received, but before 
any kind of vote is taken upon it I would ask the mem- 
bers to call to mind the last Council meeting when I 
withdrew a resolution which I intended moving in conse- 
quence of information which had come to my knowledge 
that the War Office were prepared to deal almost imme- 
diately with the question which had been raised. Mr. 
Wyndham in the House of Commons said in answer toa 
—- of Captain Norton’s a very short time before 

pril that the question was under the consideration of 
the War Office and that an answer would shortly be 
given. The veterinary profession have been led to be- 
lieve by the War Office that some alteration would be 
made in regard tothe Army Veterinary Department, but 
after all the promises which have been wrung from the 

Under Secretary of State for War in the House of Com- 
mons, what do we find? Only on the 5th of this month 
the question was again asked by Captain Norton in the 
House of Commons: “I beg to ask the Under Secre- 
tary of State for War if he can now state what decision 
has been arrived at as regards the granting of military 
titles without prefix to officers of the Army Veterinary 
Department, seeing that the question has now been 
long under consideration, and that the decision '§ 
anxiously awaited by the members of the veterinary pt 
fession both in and outside the service.” After the 
promises that had been made this is Mr. Wyndham’s 
answer to that question,—“It has been decided to awalt 
the conclusion of the war in South Africa before coming 


to a decision.” Gentlemen, I do not hesitate to say that 
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-we have been lulled to sleep by these promises. While 
‘the War Office has a difficult task | admit to perform in 
carrying on this war, we were kept quiet and we were 
-quiet and we should get all we wanted. But what do 


‘Gentlemen, I do not know how you will deal with a 
years. I beg to move that the letter lie on the table. 


heart, I feel compelled to rise and ask Mr. Simpson to 


disposed to be a little irritated at the delay, but we have 


‘them to arrive ata decision. We cught to be thankful 


.and I think that it would be very bad policy for this 


-of the Council and my seconder [ will withdraw my pro- 


acknowledged, and that if we do not receive a reply 


again called to the subject. 


deen, of the Royal Institute of Public Health asking that 


of our finances I do not think it would be wise to ap- 
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asked not to say anything about it—that we should keep 


we find now? The war is within measureable distance 
of terminating and we are now told that we must wait. 


letter of that kind, but before passing any resolution I 
hope you will bear in mind how the veterinary profession 
has been treated by the War Office during the past two 


Mr. ABson seconded the motion. 
Prof. McFapyEAN: In the interests of the Army 
Veterinary Department, which I am sure we all have af 


withdraw his motion. We may, with Mr. Simpson, feel 


to consider what are the possible remedies. To be in 
any way disrespectful to the War Office will not be 
likely to promote what we alldesire. Wecannot compel 


that they have not come tu a decision such as they had 
previously intimated, namely, a refusal of our requests, 


Council to pass Mr. Simpson’s motion. 

Mr. Simpson : As my desire is to obtain some benefit 
not only for the Army Veterinary Department, but pro 
nd recognition of the profession as a whole, I accept 

rof. McFadyean’s suggestion, and with the permission 


position. 
Mr. Locke: I would suggest that the letter be 


within six months the attention of the War (ffice be 


Prof. McFapyEan: I think it would be desirable to 
acknowledge the receipt of the letter and to say that we 
wait with anxiety the further decision of the Secretary 
of State for War, and hope that at an early date he will 
see his way to n.eet our desires. 

Mr. Locke: I will second that proposition. 

The resolution was put and carried. 

The Prestpent: We are in receipt of a letter from 
the Secretary of a Congress which is to be held in Aber- 


this College should send a delegate to attend it. I 
should like to know the views of the Council on the 
subject. 

Prof. M’Fapyean: I think it largely depends pon 
whether any member of Council is prepared to accept 
the position without remuneration. Inthe present state 


point a delegate and pay his expenses. 

Mr. Triccer ; I move that a courteous reply be sent 
Saying that we hope a member of the Council will be 
able to attend. 

_ Prof. M’Fapyean: I understand that Prof. Williams 
1s going to attend and is contributinga paper. I would 
suggest that we appoint him as our delegate. 

The Prestpent : I think it would be desirable to ask 
him first. 

Mr. TriccEer: I understand that Mr. Villar is going. 
Perhaps he would act as our delegate. 

Mr. Vittar: I am going to Aberdeen asa delegate of 
the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association. 

Mr. Simpson: Mr. Villar cannot represent both 
Institutions. 

_Mr. Winter : I think it would beas well if the Coun- 
cil could ensure some fitting recognition of the Veteri- 
nary Section of the Congress by the Royal Institute of 
Public Health. I wasa delegate at Blackpool, and the 
veterinary section was practically shelved. The veteri- 


ted~-nothing else.’ Instead of being made welcome and 
given a prominent position, they were shoved into a 
hole and corner place at the tail-end of the proceedings. 
| I think a proper recognition should be ensured for the 
profession at the Congress. 

Mr. Carter: We have been promised better treat- 
ment next time. ; 

Mr. Simpson: It might pene have a healthy effect if 
we declined to send a delegate this year as a mild protest 
against our treatment. At one or two veterinary society 
meetings the matter has been referred to, and I propose 
that we do not send a delegate this year. 

Mr. WARTNABY seconded the proposition. 

Vet.-Col. Lambert: I think it would be very rash to 
cut ourselves off from these Institutions simply because 
one body last year did not appear as courteous as it was 
thought desirable. 

Mr. Fraser: [ quite sympathise with Colonel .Lam- 
bert. We should be doing a foolish thing if we cut our- 
selves adrift from these societies. If we adopt Mr. 
Simpson’s suggestion we shall probably not be invited 
to send a delegate at all ; whereas if we send a delegate 
this year probably we shall be more courteously treated 
and we shall improve our position. 

Mr. Carrer : I second that. 

Mr. Wartnasy: I think if we cannot be treated with 
proper respect we are better away. 

Mr. Stmpson : So long as we continue to be treated 
in this way and submit to it, we shall be so treated. 

Mr. Asson: I was at the meeting of the Institute of 
Public Health last year at Blackpool, and I endorse 
what has been said, that we were not treated as we would 
have desired. But that was not the fault of the Insti- 
tute of Public Health ; it was due more to the local 
secretary. Representations have already been made this 
year for one or more societies to my knowledge, asking 
that better facilities should be given at the coming 
Congress than we had last year. I think we had better 
not kick against it ; all will come right. It was a little 
error, that is all. 

Mr. Vittar: One thing which will probably ensure us 
meeting with good treatment this year is that one of the 
secretaries of the meeting at Aberdeen is also a member 
of the Examining Board of this College. 

Mr. Stwpson: My desire is only to have a proper 
recognition. The explanation given by Mr. Absoun has 
thrown a great deal of light upon the question. I had 
no idea that a formal representation had been made to 
this Institute, otherwise [ would not have proposed that 
we should ina mild way protest against the treatment 
of last year. I ask to beallowed to withdraw my motion, 
which | moved under a misapprehension. 

Mr. FrAsER: I made a proposition that Prof. Dewar 
be sent as our delegate from this Council. 

Mr. Carter: I seconded that. 

Mr. Hartiey: I have no personal feeling in the 
matter, but I should like to send the leader of the year. 
I propose that the President of the College be asked to 
represent us at this Congress. 

The PrestpENnt : I am very sorry, but I should not 
possibly be able to attend, because I see the Congress is 
to be held between the 2nd and the 7th August, and the 
nature of my occupation is such that I am not expected 
to leave London during the time Parliament is sitting. 

Mr. Hartiey: Then I propose that the ex-president 
be asked to represent us. 

Mr. Carter: I second that. 

Mr. Fraser: [ am sorry, but [cannot go. I hope the 
Council will adhere to my resolution that Professor 
Dewar be asked to attend. 

Mr. Trigger: I shall press my original resolution 
that we send a courteous reply and hope the profession 
will be represented. 

Prof. Dewar: I second that. 


nary profession, as far as I could see, was simply tolera- 
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Mr. Hartvey : I hope we shall see our way clear to 
make arrangements so that we shall be directly represen- 
ted this year at the Congress. 

Mr. Mutvey: And I sincerely hope we shall not. 

Mr. Hartwey : [ think we send a delegate as often as 
we are invited. i 

The PrestpENT: Is it your desire that anyone should be 
sent at all to represent this Council at the Congress ? 

The proposition was then put from the chair and car- 
ried, 11 voting for and 9 against. : 

Mr. Fraser : I now press my original resolution, that 
Prof. Dewar be sent. 

Mr. Carter: I second that. ; 

Prof. Dewar: You must excuse me, but I am afraid 
I shall be unable to be present at Aberdeen. I have al- 
ready refused to be there. 

Mr.Mutvey: As someone has to go, I suggest that 
Prof. Williams, senr., be asked if he will represent this 
College at the Congress. 

Mr. Simpson : I second that. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. Apson : Mr. Villar and myself will be very glad 
to support Prof. Williams. We shall both be attending 
the Congress as representatives of local societies. 

(T'o be continued). 


PARLIAMENTARY 
Cruetty To Witp ANIMALS IN Captivity BILL. 


In the House of Lords, Monday, July 9. 

Lorp James or HEREFORD moved the second reading 
of this Bill, which had passed the other House, where it 
had been introduced by a private member. Existing 
statutes for the prevention of cruelty to animals (with 
the exception of one relating to vivisecticn) includes only 
domestic animals, or animals by their nature accus- 
tomed to mankind ; but wild animals in captivity, and 
animals domesticated although not domestic, and animals 
not sufficiently tamed to serve some purpose for the use 
of man were without protection from such cruelty as fell 
short of actual maiming or wounding. To these animals 
it was the object of the Bill to extend protection. 
Animals in a menagerie were, he understood, in training 
often subjected to great cruelty. Attention was particu- 
larly called to the subject by two elephants at the Crystal 
Palace, one of whom mortally wounded his keeper and 
escaped under circumstances that attracted considerable 
public attention. The Bill was not intended to deal 
with cruelty alleged to arise from sport, such as stag- 
hunting or rabbit-coursing ; its only object was to protect 
living creatures from unnecessary suffering wantonly or 
ow inflicted whilst they were in a state of cap- 

ivity. 

The Eart of PorrsMourH regretted that the Bill did 
not deal with rabbit coursing, which, as practised in the 
neighbourhood of many large towns, was unmitigated 
kind of sport about it. 

ne Fart of Mayo said stag hunti 
included in the Bil. 
e of KimMBERLey said he desired 
hunting of the tame stag entirely abolished. Neate: 

The Lord CHANCELLOR regarded the Bill with some 
apprehension, lest, in the absence of a precise definition 
certain cruelties might be made to come under the Bill. 
and thus great annoyance be caused. The turning of a 
fox out of a bag to be hunted was abont as cruel a per- 
any could imagine. 

ORD JAMES of HEREFORD pointed out th i 
came from the House of as an Bil 
and any extension of its provisions would imperil its 
passing during the present Session. If the measure was 
a good one they ought not to be deterred by the fear that 
prosecutions would be wrongly instituted. 


A New Veterinary Work. 


A new veterinary work specially designed for horse- 
owners, entitled “ Barton’s Veterinary Manual” will be 
shortly issued by Messrs. Everett & Co. This work has 
been expressly written for the purpose of supplying the 
intelligent horse-owner with a thoroughly reliable and 
up-to-date manual upon the general management of the 
horse in health, and its treatment in accident and 


disease: 


Personal. 
PRESENTATION TO Dr. JamMES McI. McCa ct. 


An interesting ceremony took place in London on 
Saturday evening, 30th ult., when graduates of the Glas- 
gow Veterinary College met and entertained to dinner 
at the Monico their quondam Professor, Dr. James Me- 
Call, who has recently been appointed Assistant Veteri- 
nary Adviser to the Board of Agriculture in place of the 
late Mr. Wm. Duguid. Mr. H. G. Simpson (Windsor) 
was called to the chair, and during the course of the 
evening proposed in suitable terms the health of Dr. 
McCall, and asked, on behalf of numerous subscribers, 
the Doctor’s acceptance of a handsome dressing-case, 
suitably inscribed. Dr. McCall appropriately replied. 
With song and reminiscences a very enjoyable evening 
was spent. The arrangements were in the hands of Mr. 
H. G. Simpson, and were admirably carried out. 


Among those invited to the Queen’s garden party at 
Buckingham Palace on Wednesday, July 11th, we notice 
the name of General Sir Frederick Fitz Wygram, Bart. 


Soutu.—On the 8th July, at 80 Hamilton Terrace, 
St. John’s Wood, after 18 months suffering, Maria, the 
beloved wife of William A. South, veterinary surgeon, 
of 40 New Bond Street, W. Friends will kindly accept 
this intimation.—T7he Times. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette. 

War Orricr, Patt MALL, July 10. 
_Army VETERINARY DEPARTMENT-—The undermen- 
tioned Vet.-Majors to be Vet.-Lt.-Colonels :— 

F. Smith, F.R.C.V.S., vice W. S. Adams retired. 

J. Nunn, F.R.C.V.S., C.LE., D.S.0., on augmenta- 

ion. 

The Government transport Assaye from Cape Town 
arrived at Southampton on Saturday with following 
officers sick :—C.V.S. Oliver and Trydell. Also on board 
C.V.S. Housten. 

Civil V.S.Green in the Kildonan Castle arrived at 
Southampton on July 11th, invalided from S. Africa. 
C.V.S. Croxley was also on board. 

NataL ARMY. 

Heap Quarters, ATTACHED Corps, Ere. 

District Vety. Officer V.-Major C. Rutherford, Vety: 
Officer V.-Lt. Cochrane. 
Appointed to Staff from Garrison of Ladysmith. 


Supt. Vety. Officer, Base L of C., V.-Maj. Gladstone: 
Travelling Inspector of Cattle OVS. Towers. 


Lines of Communications. 

C.VS. Lowe, Fyrth ; Pietermaritzburg. 

V.-Lt. C.V.S. Quinlan, F. Carles: 
ooi R. 


The Bill was then read a second time.— The Times, 


V.-Lt. Tatam; Estcourt. 
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€.V.S. Dalgleish ; Frere. 
Jowett ; Colenso. 
Russell ; Ladysmith. 
V.Capt. Raymond; Ingagane. 
CVS. RB. A. Fowler, Pollard ; 
Walker, Knapp, Verney ; 
Mount Prospect. 
€.V.S. Knott ; Dundee. 
Evershed, Pye ; 
V.-Lt. Coley. C.V.S. Anderson ; 
Force. 
Ist. Cavalry Brigade. 
V.-Capt. Raymond. V.-Lt. Houston. C.V.S. Walker, 
Knott. 
2nd. Cavalry Brigade. 
V.Lts. Coley, C. B. Harris. C.V.S Jolliffe. 
3rd. Mounted Brigade. 
€.V.S. Knapp, Steel, Tustin, Walker. 


Natal Volunteer Brigade. 
€.V.S. Verney, Power. 


2nd. Infantry Division (Laing’s Nek.) 
V.-Capt. Larnder, 8.V.O. ; C.V.S. Matthews, Cockburn. 


4th. Infantry Division ( Newcastle ). 
V.-Lt. F. W. Wilson, 8.V.O. ; C.V.S. Evershed, Pye. 


5th. Infantry Division. 
V.-Lt. Bartlett ; C.V.S. Pollard, Malone. 


Vet.-Maj. Webb Imperial Yeomanry proceeded to Bloem- 
fontein from Maitland. June 9. 

€.V.S. Stewart arrived Cape Town proceeds to E. Lon- 
don, then to Bloemfontein. 

€.V.S. Carrick posted to Field Vet. Hospital, Fereira 
Siding. June 10. 

Mr. Elijah Marsh Dixon taken on in South Africa as 
C.V.S. by Local Authorities. 

€.V.S. Whipp arrived Port Elizabeth. June 13. 

C.V.S. Balfour arrived Port Elizabeth goes to Bloem- 
fontein. 

V.Capt. Crole, Imperial Yeomanry, goes to Bloemfontein 

for duty with F.V.H. 

U.V.S. Wardrop arrived Cape Town, goes to Port Eliza- 
beth, then to Bloemfontein. 

€.V.S. Waugh and C.V.S. lixon go to 

une 15. 


Newcastle. 
Ingogo, Inguero, and 


Coetzees Drift. 
Drakensburg Defence 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


™ RE DISGRACEFUL CONDUCT. 
Sir, 
_ Lhave waited a fortnight before writing to you regard- 
ing the article signed “ Let Right be Done.” My reason 
was that I was certain that Professor Penberthy would 
write explaining to the profession his reason for saying 
that he could find nothing unprofessional in defendant’s 
action. But Professor Penberthy alone did not justify 
defendant’s conduct, others must have agreed with him 
at least by their votes, if not verbally. Where have all 
these parties gone to? Have none of them seen the facts 
stated by the above writer in your paper, or may be it is 
not the correct thing to discuss these matters in a pro- 
fessional journal. 

do not know that the facts as stated by your corres- 


makes a post-mortem examination of a rival practitioner 


addition to the above, if it could be proven that he had 
substituted another head in the place of the correct one 
would these members still justify defendant’s conduct. 

I appeal to my professional brethren to demand an ex- 
planation from the Council, for acting as they have done 
in this case. Do not let the matter rest, let those who 
think that there has been a gross miscarriage of justice 
use their pens and ask an explanation at least —— 
the medium of this journal. Some might prefer that the 
case should be re-opened in Council, whether this is 
possible or not I am unable to say. Those who read your 
correspondents statement of facts must have been struck 
by some of the wonderful and fearful acts and changes 
that took place. Take the mighty blow of the knacker- 
man, trying simply to open into the nasal cavity, sweep- 
ing through both upper and lower jaws, and removing 
the teeth. Think of an animal blind of one side develop- 
ing two normal eyes after death. Outside of this case 
altogether, I think that the latter fact, should be sub- 
' mitted to the first physiologists and teachers of medical 
| jurisprudence of the present day. Then the supposed 

skull of an animal which died from disease was found 
marked with the hole of the pole-axe in the forehead. 

This your correspondent alleges the defendants side 
say they did, as a means of assisting in the movement of 
the carcase. Is this the custom of that particular slaugh- 
terhouse ? If it is, other heads of non-slaughtered animals 
will be found in same condition. For my own part I 
have never seen it done by any knackerman that I have 
ever met. Read also of the rats eating out the eyes of a 
head that was particularly wanted, and these eyes only 
would these infernal rats touch. 

I admit it 1s difficult to lay down an exact standard of 
professional conduct ; each of us would judge this case, 
according to the standard we have laid down for our own 
conduct. Both parties involved are unknown to me, as 
is also "tse correspondent, so I cannot be accused of 
writing because of personal acquaintance. Let me again 
implore the profession to act at once in demanding an 
explanation, Some day (it may come soon enough) one 
of us may be forced by circumstances to appeal to Coun- 
cil ; let them show by their actions that we may hope for 
justice when we do so.—Yours truly, A MEMBER. 


Sir, 

Why should not we asa progressive and intelligent body 
of men, who presumably all desire the genuine good of 
the corporate body, seek to put an end once and for all 
to these heart-burnings anent “ conduct disgraceful in a 
professional respect ” ? 

It appears that a veterinary surgeon’s name may be 
removed from the Register if he has been convicted of 
a misdemeanour (7.¢., an accusation of crime preferred in 
writing as a preliminary to trial at sessions or assizes 
before judge and jury) or higher offence and “of any 
conduct disgraceful to him in a professional respect.” 
The almost hopeless vagueness of this last clause of 
course gives room for the proverbial coach and four 
which may be driven through any legal statute. 

In an age of progress and striving after the minute, 
the perfect, and the exact it seems somewhat of a re- 
flection on us asa body that “conduct disgraceful in a 
perenne respect ’ has not been fully and strictly de- 

ned. 

If an advanced candidate at the next election would 
state that he would use his utmost endeavours to get 
this “conduct disgraceful in a professional respect ” 
fully and strictly defined, put down in black and white 
and passed into law, there would then be something 
definite to counteract the present premium on wobbling 
which the bye-law encourages. 

The exactness of the wording of the terms of a lease is 
frequently amusing. The inexactness of the wording of 


To me this seems an unprofessional action, but if in 


this bye-law is also amusing. “Conduct disgraceful in 
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a professional respect ”—-how vague ! how broad! how 

Opinions on this matter both in committee and in 
general practice will all vary according to our “ brought- 
ing’s up.” Silk purses cannot be made out of sow’s ears. 
What one man may term disgraceful conduct another 
may call smartness, or business ability. Individual 
opinion may differ as miuch as individual taste, of which 
the poet has said :— ; ; 
“The swarthy savage and the white-haired Swede, 

Tall Patagonian, pigmy Samoiede, — 

Each clasps his own dear image in his arms 

And thinks the world beholds no heavenlier charms.” 

Hence the importance of exact definitions—Yours 


sincerely, 
+RESS. 


SCABIES. 
Sir, 


In the discussion on Professor Penberthy’s afldress on 
“Scabies,” at the meeting of the Midland Counties 
V.M.A. reported in your issue of July 7th, one speaker 
said that he experienced great difficulty sometimes in 
finding the acarus, and that he had searched scabby wool 
fordays. The parasites are seldom found in the handful 
of wool one pulls out and takes home, nor amongst the 
dry hard scabs, but in a recently invaded portion of the 
skin, indicated by a small tuft of wool hanging loosely. 
If the wool be separated around this tuft there will be 
seen a vesicle, the wool just at this spot should be 

rasped close to the skin, pulled out, and held up to the 
Tight. If it be a case of scab the parasite is certain to be 
there, and can be easily found by the aid of a pocket 


lens. 
E. R. Harpine. 
40 Fisherton Street, Salisbury. 
July 11th. 


F HORNY GROWTHS ON A COW. 
Sir, 


I was pleased to see Mr. Lloyd’s and Mr. Ironside’s 
letters, re horny growths on cows. In the case I report- 
ed | enquired at the time if there had been any irritant 
used on the animal's back at any time and the answer 
was “no.” The owner is not at all anxious to have the 
growths removed, so I have not an opportunity of testing 
the proposed remedies.—.Yours truly, 


J. R. H i. 
Market Square, Lisburn. 
July 10th. 


THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF 

AGRICULTURE. 

Sir, 

Referring to your remarks respecting the report 
Assistant Secretary of the of 
interesting to note the attempt to get credit by turning 
the Board’s misdirected efforts on to the shoulders of 
others. The Assistant Secretary says that during last 
year he received 12,521 reported outbreaks of swine 
fever of which 2322 were confirmed. No one is to blame 
for this but the Board of Agriculture. They compel every 
pig owner to report to the nearest police authority every 
—— = death that takes place on their premises, 

e veterinary inspector i 
the matir pe is also compelled to report 
e following is a copy of the printed fo 
sent by the veterinary inspector 
at in accordance with the provision of 
of the Board of Agriculture which 
tion is made the aforesaid place within the aforesaid 
limits is hereby declared to be a swine fever infected 
place for the purpose of the said Order.” 


A copy of this Order is to be immediately sent to the 
Board of Agriculture, the local authority and the police 
officer. Thenthe Board of Agriculture generally send a 
notice to the pig owner and local authority contradicting 
the veterinary report, which is practically the same as 
saying that the veterinary inspector has made an in- 


correct diagnosis. 
A VETERINARY INSPECTOR:. 


CURIOUS PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO: 
ANIMALS CASE. 


In the reprint used last week from 7'he Manchester 


Evening News, I notice my name mentioned in con- 
nexion with the ahove case. This has induced me to. 
briefly narrate certain necessary details which somewhat 
alter the aspect previously given of the case, and show 
the Inspector was quite justified in the action he 
took. 

My notes state, that on May 2nd last year (1899) 
about 1.30 p.m. the mare in question attached to a baker’s 
cart loaded with bread, flour, etc., was proceeding up: 
Broadgate, Lincoln. That portion of the street is up- 
hill, uneven, has a steep side gradient, and affords very 
insecure foothold for horses, especially those drawing a 
load. The Inspector seeing the mare moved very lame 
and in trouble, in duty bound refused to sanction further 
use of her while in such a lame condition. He had not 
seen how or when the mare became lame, but only that 
she was then in an unfit condition to continue work. 
Some time in the same evening between 5 and 60’clock,. 
the mare was brought for examination to my stables to: 
ascertain whether or no she was fit for work. After hear- 
ing the history of the case from the owner, who admitted 
the mare was very lame when stopped by the Inspector, 
but had since become sound, the conclusion arrived! 
at was that she had slipped suddenly on the granite sets, 
and in so doing had sharply struck her fetlock with the 
shoe of the opposite foot, causing severe but temporary 
lameness of which she now had recovered. 

I gave the owner a note for the inspector, stating that 

had examined a harness fmare, 14 years old, my 
opinion being asked whether any cruelty would arise by 
working the said mare. The following is a copy :— 

“T find the mare goes sound of all four limbs, and is 
free from evidence of any cause for lameness recent or 
remote, and that by working her no cruelty would be 
inflicted.” 

On the following day I met with and explained to 
the Inspector what I believed to be the cause of the 
lameness. The matter then was supposed to have alto- 
gether ended. 

On March 30th 10 months afterwards, I received a 
note from the owner, and on the 30th June, ult., a per- 
sonal application for a copy of the above certificate— 
which he had mislaid. That [ declined to give, on the 
grounds that he had no case ; and that as the opinion 
was given free of charge I did not fee! bound to furnish 
a duplicate ; and further, in carrying on litigation 5° 
long after the occurrence it appeared he was actuated by 
feelings other than those of justice. 

After this explanation—which beyond evincing the 
attribute that in some animals is termed firmness, a? 
in others obstinancy—there is nothing particularly 
curious in the case. His Honour Judge Shortt was 0n- 
doubtedly correct in his decision.—Yours faithfully, 

Henry Howse. 


— 


Communications, Booxs, anp Paprrs RECEIVED :—Major 
Nunn, Messrs. E. P. Edwards, J.A.Todd, E. R. Harding, 
J. R.R. Hamilton, H. Howse. “ Progress,” ‘‘ A Member, 
** An Inspector.” 
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